
CITY OF LEEDS, ALABAMA 
PUBLIC HEARING AND 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 11, 2016 

The Council of the City of Leeds, Alabama met for a Public Hearing and Regular 
Scheduled Council Meeting on Monday, July 11, 2016 at 6:00PM in the Leeds Civic 
Center Meeting Room, 1000 Park Drive, Leeds, Alabama 35094. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor David Miller called the meeting to order at 6:08PM 
with Councilmembers Johnny Dutton, Devoris Roscha Ragland, Eric Turner and Craig 
Wadsworth present. Councilmember Kenneth Washington was absent. 

2. JNVOCA TION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the invocation was given by 
Councilmember Eric Turner. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Regarding Properties Identified As Having Certain Conditions 

To Be An Annoyance And Public Nuisance 
In Violation of Chapter 32 Of The City of Leeds Code of Ordinances. 

Properties presented: 
1919 Heritage Road. There was no one present to speak about this property. 
1923 Heritage Road. There was no one present to speak about this property. 
1611 Parnell Drive. There was no one present to speak about this property. 

The Mayor Closed The Public Hearing at 6: 1 OPM. 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES: minutes from June 20, 
2016 City Council Meeting were reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes as 
presented was given by Councilmember Turner with a second by Councilmember 
Dutton; the motion passed unanimously. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: there was no old business to come before the Council. 

5. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

a) Administration, Mayor Miller. The Mayor announced that the Primary School will 
be on schedule in time for the opening school year. Mayor also spoke about the 50th new 
and expanded business with another business ribbon cutting this Thursday. Mayor 
indicates the Park Drive Roadway Improvement project is on track for completion as per 
the contract. 

b) Fire Department, Chief Parsons. The Department report is included in packet. Chief 
parsons indicates a donation of 10 conex boxes for fire training purposes. Having the 
training facility in the city will help with the City's ISO (International Organization for 
Standardization Ratings). 
c) Police Department, Chief Jackson. No Report. 

d) Library, Director Williams. Ms. Williams reported presentation of the "Make Way 
Science Center" on July 12 at 10:00 at the Library. Also, the exercise sessions will be 
Wednesday and Thursday 10:00am this week. 

e) Inspection Department, Superintendent Watson. No Report. 

f) Parks and Recreation Department, Supervisor Keating. No Report. 

g) Streets and Sanitation Department, Supervisor Keating. The Side Arm equipment 
is mowing at about 90% in Russell Heights. The machine runs approximately 3 hours 
daily. 
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h) Municipal Court, Magistrate Roberts. Reports for May and June were included in 
the Council Packet. 

6. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Finance Chairperson, Eric Turner. No Report 

b) Public Safety Committee, Devoris Roscha Ragland. No Report 

c) Parks & Recreation Committee, Craig Wadsworth. No Report 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 

Motion to add item G to provide funding for $1,000 for Leeds Youth Team for 
participation in the Dizzy Dean World Series Tournament by Councilmember Turner 
with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth; the motion to add item G passed 
unanimously. 

a) Resolution 2016-07-01 Consider Supporting The Efforts Of The Alabama 
Bicentennial Commission. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-07-01 by 
Councilmember Wadsworth with a second by Councilmember Dutton; the motion 
passed unanimously. 

b) Resolution 2016-07-02 Consider Confirming Report Of Costs And Creating 
Weed Lien On Properties. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-07-02 
byCouncilmember Ragland-Pierce with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth; the 
motion passed unanimously. 

c) Resolution 2016-07-03 Consider Properties Identified As Having Certain 
Conditions To Be An Annoyance And Public Nuisance In Violation of Chapter 
32 Of The City of Leeds Code of Ordinances. The Mayor stated that no one was 
present to speak about the listed properties at the public hearing. Mayor Miller also 
asked the Inspections Department's recommendations with Superintendent Watson 
stating the listed properties were reported by citizens and recommends abatement. 
Motion to approve Resolution 2016-07-03 by Councilmember Wadsworth with a 
second by Councilmember Dutton; the motion passed unanimously. 

d) Resolution 2016-07-04 Consider Authorizing And Approving A Cooperative 
Maintenance Agreement With the Alabama Department Of Transportation. 
Mayor David Miller informed council of this matter. The Mayor's comments 
followed by Attorney Barnett stating the city will have an agreement with Jack's 
which mirrors the ALDOT agreement which basically puts Jack';s in place of the 
city. For the record of and by motion to approve Resolution 2016-07-04 offered by 
Councilmember Turner with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth, the motion 
passed unanimously. 

e) Resolution 2016-07-05 Consider Authorizing And Approving The Purchase 
Of Certain Dispatch Software. Police Chief Jackson informed the Council of 
details of the software. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-07-05 by 
Councilmember Ragland-Pierce with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth; the 
motion passed unanimously. 

f) Resolution 2016-07-06 Consider Authorizing And Approving The Purchase 
Of Certain Mowing Equipment Through The State And The HGAC 
Cooperative. Mayor informed council of the consideration of the purchase. The 
HGAC purpose is to help customers in procuring equipment goals. Under 
consideration is the John Deere 61 IOM tractor and the side arm. A motion to 
approve Resolution 2016-07-06 to purchase said equipment by Councilmember 
Wadsworth with a second by Councilmember Ragland-Pierce, motion passed 
unanimously. 
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g) Leeds Youth Baseball Dizzy Dean Baseball World Series funding 
supplement. Motion by Councilmember Dutton with a second by Councilmember 
Wadsworth to award $1,000.00 supplement to Leeds Youth Sports which provides a 
public benefit to the citizens of Leeds. Councilmember Ragland-Pierce suggested 
that the future city's budget include a line item which would support Leeds Youth 
Sports Umbrella funding supplements for any team which makes it to tournament 
playoffs. The motion passed unanimously. 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Blair Cook, Co-Chair YWCA, and representing Person Passion Luncheon to 
benefit "Our Place" in Pell City (a women's shelter for domestic violence). Ms. 
Cook is seeking $1 ,000.00 from the City of Leeds to help supp01i the shelter. 
Motion to donate $1,000 to "Our Place" by Councilmember Wadsworth with a 
second by Councilmember Ragland-Pierce. Magistrate Roberts questioned if 
attorneys are available to assist individuals in the City's municipal court system. The 
Mayor stated the funds would be a public benefit to the citizens of Leeds. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Jerry Trott, 8532 Covington Way, spoke about the condition of Ashville 
Road. Mr. Trott asked if there were roads in the city worse than Ashville road; the 
Mayor answered that River Road is in worse condition. Mayor stated the roads 
being repaired are smaller projects but are in worse condition. Mr. Trott asked about 
his request for a dog trap being used and indicated he has learned there is a trap in 
the area through his conversation with Amanda at Jefferson County. Mr. Trott spoke 
concern about the drainage pump in the neighborhood storm water pond and his visit 
with Councilmember Wadsworth. Mr. Trott is concerned about the three feet of 
standing water which creates a mosquito breeding environment. It was suggested 
that a records search be conducted to determine who is responsible for the storm 
water pond maintenance. 

Kathye Drake, 1008 Kings Forest Drive, voiced her appreciation to the city Police 
Officers and Fire Fighters. Ms. Drake reminded the Council of the dangers for the 
officers coming to a call without knowing what circumstance they might face, 
especially after the recent events which occurred in Dallas, Texas. 
Hobart Thomas, 8576 Dover Drive, asked how much money was allotted for road 
repairs conducted in the City and whether if funds were allocated equally by district. 
These questions were answered affirmatively by Mayor Miller. Additional comments 
by Mr. Thomas included the upcoming election season, the Mayor's recent posts of 
the City's schools and their progress, and information he found on the internet as well 
as other issues coming before the Council. Mayor Miller reported that the school 
ranking numbers were obtained from the ranking company. 

Stacey Coblush, President of the Leeds Youth Football program. Ms. 
CoblushThere is a summer camp for the first time this year. Coblush stated that 
practices are held at the Soccer field and the field does not have bathroom facilities 
or sinks. Ms. Coblush requested that she be given a key for the clubhouse in order 
for children and parents to have access to the facilities. There are around forty kids, 
which far exceeds what was anticipated. Leeds participation continues to grow with 
other surrounding communities shrinking participation. Ms. Coblush is also seeking 
an air- conditioned space for the organization's board meeting; there are nine or ten 
members on the board. 

Keith Ethridge, previous coach at Leeds High School addressed information 
distributed in an email to the City Council saying that Mr. Ethridge and his staff left 
the program in the poor financial condition - with a $3,000 Coke bill due and have 
spent all funds departing the school system. Mr. Ethridge stated when he left the 
program, there was an excess of $3 1,657 balance in the bank. Ethridge explained the 
jerseys given out were given to the Seniors. Mr. Ethridge explained any funds spent 
required approval from either the school principle or from the Quarterback Club. 
Ethridge stated that he did not want hi s name dragged through the mud. Mayor 
Miller responded that the information in the email was provided by the School 
Superintendent. Mr. Ethridge asked that his name not be involved in any further 
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8. PUBLIC COMMENT (Continued) 

conununication. Councilmember Ragland-Pierce made a statement that email sent 
giving council the impression that there was no money for the program. Mr. 
Ethridge stated the annual banquet was funded by the Quarterback Club. Mayor 
Miller thanked Ethridge for coming and apologized for what has occurred. 

Leann Reeves, (Mrs. Grant Reeves) and supporter of Keith Ethridge, asked to 
address the meeting. She stated that the coaching staff purchased items from their 
own funds and the staff put in many hours for the kids. Mrs. Reeves stated no funds 
were spent by the assistant coaching staff. Councilmember Pierce-Ragland stated 
her appreciation to Coach Ethridge and his coaching staff. Mayor David Miller 
stated that he went to all the games. 

Sabrina Rose, 7304 President Street, spoke of not being surprised of what 
happened because her name was drug through the mud also. Ms. Rose apologized to 
Mr. Ethridge for what happened. 

Unidentified speaker requested apology for Keith Ethridge. Mayor Miller 
responded with his apology to Coach Ethridge and the coaching staff and apologized 
if the information used was misrepresented. 

James Orr, Leeds, stated his opinion that it is time to go to an elected school board 
so the right thing can be done. 

Betty Porter, spoke about driving a bus for 36 years and then went to being a 
substitute teacher and driver for the school system. Ms. Porter described her 
experience when not retained by the school system. Mayor Miller stated that he 
personally did not make decisions based on race. 

Ms. Stacy Coblush, Leeds Youth Football Program, spoke of the council not 
having the ability hire and fire employees and stated the council could influence 
through board appointments. 

Ms. Carol Phillips, 537 Forest Drive, spoke of being embarrassed because of the 
blemishes on Leeds due to the controversy surrounding Coach Ethridge. Ms. Phillips 
spoke of the image of Leeds being drug through the mud. 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Turner. The meeting 
adjourned 7:56PM. 

~ 
David Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

~~ 
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