
CITY OF LEEDS, ALABAMA 
PUBLIC HEARING AND 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 7, 2016 

The Council of the City of Leeds, Alabama met for a Public Hearing and Regular 
Scheduled Council Meeting on Monday, March 7, 2016, at 6:00PM in the Leeds Civic 
Center Meeting Room, 1000 Park Drive, Leeds, Alabama 35094. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tern Kenneth Washington called the meeting to 
order at 6:04PM with Councilmembers Johnny Dutton, Eric Turner, Craig Wadsworth 
present. Mayor David Miller and Councilmember Devoris Roscha Ragland were absent. 

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the invocation was given by 
Councilmember Eric Turner. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
ABC License Application Located At 1621 Ashville Road 

Inspections Superintendent Brad Watson spoke of issues addressed with the Inspections 
department and the consideration needs to be made upon approval of those remedies. 
Chief Jackson reported no issues with the Police Department. Fire Department Chief 
Parsons described minor issues with the location and an updated letter has been supplied 
to City Clerk Fouts regarding this matter. No one was present to represent this 
application. 

Mayor Pro Tern Washington closed the public hearing at 6:08PM. 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES: minutes were reviewed 
from the February 22, 2016 Public Hearing and City Council Meeting. Motion to 
approve as written by Councilmember Dutton with a second by Councilmember 
Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 
a) Resolution 2016-02-06 Consider The Revocation Of A Business License 
Pursuant To The City Code Of Ordinances. Attorney Brunson informed the 
Council of communication made with the company's attorney and requested that the 
Council table the matter to the first meeting in April. Motion to table by 
Councilmember Turner with a second by Councilmember Dutton , motion passed 
with all present voting yes. 

5. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

a) Administration, Mayor Pro Tern Washington. Mr. Washington gave no 
Administration report, but requested a motion to excuse absences of the Mayor and 
Councilmember Ragland. Motion to excuse absences by Councilmember Dutton 
with a second by Councilmember Turner; the motion passed with all present voting 
yes. 

b) Fire Department, Chief Parsons. Report supplied to Council. 

c) Police Department, Chief Jackson. No Report. 
d) Library, Director Williams. Ms. Williams reported the Friends of the Leeds 
Library will present the program "Fiddlers, Banjo Players and Strawbeaters: 
Alabama's First Pop Musicians" on Friday, March 18, at 12 noon at the Library. 
Attendees should bring a sandwich; this is a "lunch and learn event" with the library 
supplying desert and drinks . 

e) Inspection Department, Superintendent Watson. Mr. Watson reminded those 
present of the April 2nd annual spring cleanup. The City will supply trash bags and 
gloves and meet at City Hall. 
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f) Parks and Recreation Department, Supervisor Keating. No Report. 

g) Streets and Sanitation Department, Supervisor Keating. No Report. 

h) Municipal Court, Magistrate Roberts. Ms. Roberts reported the handling of 
seven cases in Amnesty Court on Feb, 27'11

• The last Amnesty Courts for the year are 
scheduled for March 18th and March 19t1•. 

6. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Finance Chairperson, Eric Turner. No Report 

b) Public Safety Committee, Devoris Rosch a Ragland. Absent. 

c) Parks & Recreation Committee, Craig Wadsworth. No Report 

d) Primary School Construction Review Committee, Mr. Ben Watson, P.E. Mr. 
Watson reported the weather continues to be a problem with 49 rain days to date but 
the project is still on track to be in the facility Aug 1st. The facility is "in the dry" 
now. A tour for the Council is planned for March 21st before the Council meeting, 
Financially, the project is on track. The contingency funds are most likely being 
used for an issue with the sewer changes. Due to delays in submittals because of the 
holidays, Mr. Watson presented invoices which included December and January 
amounts. Motion to approve payment of$1,681,203 .86 by Councilmember Turner 
with a second by Councilmember Dutton; the motion passed with all present voting 
yes. 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 

a) Resolution 2016-03-01 Consider Jefferson County Debris Memorandum of 
Understanding. Attorney Barnett explained the matter to the Council. Motion to 
approve Resolution 2016-03-01 by Councilmember Dutton with a second by 
Councilmember Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

b) Resolution 2016-03-02 Consider ABC License Application. Motion to approve 
Resolution 2016-03-02 by Councilmember Dutton with a second by Councilmember 
Turner; motion passed with all present voting yes. 

c) Resolution 2016-03-03 Consider Legal Services Agreement. Attorney Brunson 
addressed the proposed Resolution. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-03-03 by 
Councilmember Dutton with a second by Councilmember Turner; motion passed 
with all present voting yes. 
d) Resolution 2016-03-04 Consider Jefferson County Memorandum of 
Understanding. Attorneys Barnett and Brunson informed council of this matter. 
Motion to approve Resolution 2016-03-04 by Councilmember Turner with a second 
by Councilmember Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

e) Ordinance 2016-03-01 PEBA Refinance Documents. Attorney S. Roderick 
Kanter, law firm of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, gave a presentation concerning 
this ordinance. Mr. Kanter described the Ordinance and its purpose. He commented 
on the bond refunding with a savings of 13.586% for a dollar value of $823,335.00. 

Motion to suspend the rules by Councilmember Wadsworth with a second by 
Councilmember Turner. Motion to suspend the rules passed by a roll call vote of all that 
were present. 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-03-01 by Councilmember Wadsworth with a 
second by Councilmember Turner; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

f) Discuss River Road Repair. Motion to table by Councilmember Turner with a 
second by Councilmember Dutton; motion to table passed with all present voting 
yes. 
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9. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Debra Brown, 7561 Alabama A venue, expressed concerned about the hiring of the 
new football coach. Ms. Brown inquired as to the salary amount for the new coach 
and if it would be public record. Councilmember Turner suggested Ms. Brown ask 
the School Superintendent for this information. Ms. Brown asked if the 
school/citizens of Leeds are paying for the Superintendent's pursuit of an additional 
educational degree. Councilmember Turner responded affirmatively as it was the 
terms of the contract. Attorney Brunson also responded to this subject. Ms. Brown 
asked if the Superintendent's contract was extended an additional two years and 
whether it was public knowledge. The Council responded affirmatively and stated 
that any additional information would need to be supplied by the BOE (Board Of 
Education). Ms. Brown asked if the BOE can be an elected BOE with 
Councilmember Turner responding that it has been discussed but would take State 
Legislative action to start the process. 

Ms. Demetris Oden spoke of changing to an elected Board Of Education. 
Councilmember Turner's response was that it was going to take legislative action. 
Attorney Brunson further addressed the issue, stating that it would take about a year 
and half in a perfect situation and then there would have to be an election on the 
matter. Mayor Pro Tern Washington also informed Ms. Oden of the costs involved 
with having an election. Ms. Oden inquired about the Council's process in 
consideration of candidates for being a board member. Ms. Oden was directed to the 
City's website for the appropriate questionnaire which must be completed and 
submitted to the city clerk for consideration of being a board member. Ms. Oden 
spoke of the ditch at l(jngs Forest and Presidents Street and suggested that the 
intersection needs a light. 

Connie Foster, 7538 Popular Avenue, reported calls to the Police Department many 
times to patrol the neighborhood from thefts and attempts to breaking into her home. 
Ms. Foster also reported several drug houses in the neighborhood. Ms. Foster 
requested help from the Police to help protect the neighborhood and reminded the 
Council of her appearance with the same request some months past. The area of 
concern includes Poplar Avenue, Hwy 25, Cedar Avenue and Oak Avenue as the area 
of her concern. Ms. Foster indicated that she met with Chief Jackson before the 
council meeting. Chief Jackson inforn1ed council he would do the best he can to 
resolve the situation. Mayor Pro Tern Washington asked the chief for an update on 
this matter at the next council meeting. 

John Ronco, 729 Whitmire Street. Mr. Ronco is a Coach for L YS (Leeds Youth 
Sports). Mr. Ronco commented on the soft condition of the walking track and asked 
for city attention to the problem. Ronco asked about obtaining information 
concerning all the actions of the various boards of the City and of city government. 
Mr. Ronco asked about the city's website. Mayor Pro Tern Washington directed him 
to contact the City Clerk about the various city board meetings and how to apply to a 
board. 

Lee Barnes, 6742 Rowan Road, complimented Councilmember Washington on the 
good job he performed in filling in for the mayor tonight. Mr. Barnes thanked all 
involved with the City Schools progress in getting better facilities and additional roof 
tops in the city. Mr. Barnes also congratulated the city's attorneys and expressed 
appreciation for their work on the recent debt refinance for PEBA (Public Education 
Building Authority). 

Councilmember Washington left the meeting at 7:30PM and returned at 7:33PM. 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Dutton. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:34PM. 

~Q_Q 

ATTEST: 
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