
CITY OF LEEDS, ALABAMA 
PUBLIC HEARING AND 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

The Council of the City of Leeds, Alabama met for a Public Hearing and Regular 
Scheduled Council Meeting on Monday, February 22, 2016 at 6:00PM in the Leeds Civic 
Center Meeting Room, 1000 Park Drive, Leeds, Alabama 35094. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor David Miller called the meeting to order at 6:02PM 
with Councilmembers Kenneth Washington, Johnny Dutton and Craig Wadsworth 
present. Councilmember Devoris Roscha Ragland arrived late and Councilmember Eric 
Turner was absent. 

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the invocation was given by 
Jesse Turner. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Public Hearing Regarding Vacating AH Public and City Interest, 

To The Extent The Same Exists, In A Portion Of Right-Of-Way Known As 
Jones Street Located Within The City Of Leeds, Alabama 

Judge Jim Hill and Joel Watson are representing the property owners, the Myricks, on 
this matter on not vacating the proposed right of way. Joel Watson explained the location 
of the property and stated that closing the street and bridge would deprive the property 
owners of reasonable and convenient access; Watson read a portion of the from the Code 
of Alabama section 23-4-2 which bars an action which would deprive any other property 
owners of having reasonable and convenient access. Mr. Watson spoke of the bridge 
having been in use for over 40 years; the bridge was built by the city and is the only 
access point for the property. 

Mayor Miller asked Inspections Superintendent Brad Watson if there is access to the 
property from the Oliver Crossing Subdivision. Superintendent Watson response to the 
Mayors' question was yes. Superintendent Watson informed the Mayor of an agreement 
between the City and the developer at the time of the Oliver Crossing Sub-division which 
grants an right-of-way easement off of the street known as Windsor Lane for the property 
in question. This was due to the use of public funds to construct the bridge into the 
Oliver Crossing Sub-division. Mr. Joel Watson spoke with Attorney Barnett about the 
property being vacated. After some discussion at the bench with City Council and 
Attorneys for about ten minutes, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:24PM. 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: minutes from February 01, 2016 
Public Hearing and City Council Meeting were reviewed by the Council. Motion to 
approve with correction to Wadsworth's name by Councilmember Washington with a 
second; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: there was no Old Business to come before the Council. 

5. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
a) Administration, Mayor Miller: Mayor commended the High School Wrestling 
Team for winning the state championship. 

b) Fire Department, Chief Parsons: No Report. 

c) Police Department, Chief Jackson: Report is included in Council Packet. 

d) Library, Director Williams: Ms. Williams announced a program titled "Calling 
the Dog" presented by Friends of the Library on Tuesday, February 23rd at noon. 
Guests should bring a sandwich. Cookies and a drink will be supplied. 
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Attorney Brunson requested time for Judge William Bell, Jr. to make a presentation of his 
candidacy for Jefferson County District Judge Place 4. The Mayor yielded the floor to 
Mr. Bell. 

e) Inspection Department, Superintendent Watson: Mr. Watson reported that 
during the last two weeks, a community service person has picked up lots of trash, 
two dumpsters full. Saturday, April 2nd is the scheduled date for the yearly spring 
cleanup. 

f) Parks and Recreation Department, Supervisor Keating: No Report. 

g) Streets and Sanitation Department, Supervisor Keating: No Report. 

h) Municipal Court, Magistrate Roberts: The public was reminded that Amnesty 
Court is scheduled for Feb 27, 2016. 

6. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

a) Finance Chairperson, Eric Turner: Absent. 

b) Public Safety Committee, Devoris Roscha Ragland. No Report 

c) Parks & Recreation Committee, Craig Wadsworth. No Report. 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 

a) Presentation By Leeds High School -The Grassroots Advocacy Campaign of 
"From One To None" concerning Juvenile Diabetes. Jessica Stanfield and Anna 
Riddlehoover gave a presentation to the Council about this endeavor. 

b) Presentation By Lake-shore Adult Fitness. This item was stricken from agenda 
as the presenter was unable to make the meeting. The presentation will be on the 
agenda at another meeting. 

c) Resolution 2016-02-07 Consider The Recognition Of The Tri County Chapter 
Of "The Links Incorporated". Mayor Miller read the resolution before the six 
representatives present to receive this resolution: President Betty Jean Hill­
Underwood, Program Chairperson Dr. Julia Manning, Technology Chair and Media 
Officer Richalia Mclain, Chairperson of the Arts Lynn Flowers- Martin, History and 
Archives Chairperson Matty Wilson Crawford and Miss Leeds 2016 Briana Kinsey 
as an area Link. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-02-07 by Councilmember 
Dutton with a second by Councilmember Ragland; the motion passed with all 
present voting yes. 

d) Resolution 2016-02-08 Consider Memorandum of Understanding. Mayor 
Miller supplied information about this new website. Motion to approve Resolution 
2016-02-08 by Councilmernber Wadsworth with a second by Councilmember 
Dutton; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

e) Resolution 2016-02-09 Consideration To Vacate Jones Street. Motion to 
approve Resolution 2016-02-09 by Councilmember Washington with a second by 
Councilmernber Ragland. Discussion followed: Councilmember Washington spoke 
to the history of the matter, that the property owners did not want to continue the 
street when Oliver Crossing was being developed. Now twenty years later, the land 
owners want the bridge to be opened. Councilmernber Ragland concurs with 
Councilmember Washington. The Mayor spoke of the problem of serving a single 
entity. The motion passed with all present voting yes. Attorney Brunson 
commented concerning a relative Resolution passed by Council several months ago. 
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t) Resolution 2016-02-10 Consider And Potentially Take Action With Regard To 
The Request from The Planning & Zoning Commission In Reference To The 
Southern Trace Development. The Mayor spoke of this resolution to place a 
moratorium on the Southern Trace Subdivision development until all State, Federal, 
and Local laws are in compliance. Motion to approve Resolution 2016-02-10 by 
Councilmember Washington with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth. 
Discussion: Attorney Barnett stated this action is needed because of substantial 
violations against the city permit originally passed in 2013, as well as against actions 
taken by ADEM and EPA. The motion passed with all present voting yes. 

g) Ordinance 2016-02-05 Consider Amending the City Nuisance Ordinance. 

Motion for unanimous consent to consider Ordinance 2016-02-05 by Councilmember 
Dutton with a second by Councilmember Wadsworth. Motion passed with all present 
voting yes. 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-02-05 by Councilmember Wadsworth with a 
second by Councilmember Ragland; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

h) Highway 25 Road Repair Issues. Inspector Watson reminded the Council that 
Highway 25 is a State Highway. Street Superintendent Keating spoke of his 
conversation with Mr. Malone from ALDOT (Alabama Department of 
Transportation) concerning the issues on Hwy 25. Mr. Keating stated that Mr. 
Malone did not give a time-line as to when the State Agency would assess the issues. 
Keating spoke of continuing to keep in contact. 

i) 8602 Dunnavant Road Nuisance Issues. Inspector Watson spoke of this matter 
and supplied historical information. Continuing updates will be provided to the 
Council. 

j) Library Board Member Appointment. Motion to appoint Terri Leigh Gibson to 
the Library Board by Councilmember Dutton with a second by Councilmember 
Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Mayor Miller provided basic guidelines for public comment. Mayor gave comments 
regarding Coach Keith Ethridge stating some time-line facts. 

Stacey Toblish, President of Youth Football Board, and presented a petition of 
409 signatures asking for a resolution from the Council that the school board be 
elected and not appointed. Toblish spoke of understanding the arguments for an 
appointed school board vs an elected board. Toblish stated that the parents do not 
have a voice with school issues and are not able to communicate with their 
representatives. 

Mayor Miller responded to some points made by Ms. Toblish. All citizens can 
apply to run for a position on the Board of Education. The question of accountability 
to the Council is major point. Elected Boards in other places do not have a good 
track record. Many qualified persons can be appointed to Board without the 
necessity running a campaign. 

Cormy Daniel, a new resident to the City, commented that the Superintendent is not 
keeping decent control of the meeting, allowing bashing of people who spoke and on 
social media. Her question is, "How is the city going to solve the divide between the 
School Board and parents?" 

Demetris Oden spoke to the Council concerning an elected board and commented 
on the teachers who left the system last year and the Mayor indicated that teachers 
that left would be public knowledge. Oden spoke of the need to have good teachers 
and asked the Mayor if he thought the board is okay, to which the mayor answered 
yes and he prefers an appointed board rather than an elected board. 
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Councilmember Ragland commented that there is an obvious problem and it is 
subjective. Councilmember Ragland suggested that this matter should be discussed 
at the Council level and to date it has not been. Mayor stated that specific objections 
have to be presented in order to resolve any problems. 

Attorney Brunson reported that Council member Turner had posed a question to 
him as to whether the Council could make an immediate decision to have an elected 
board. Mr. Brunson stated the matter would take legislative action by the State 
Legislature to make the change. 

Council member Wadsworth spoke of having made a board appointment two years 
ago. There were seven applicants, all of whom were interviewed and Mr. 
Wadsworth thinks he made a good recommendation to the council. 

Councilmember Ragland commented that the process needed to implement an 
elected board will take a lot of time. 

Councilmember Washington spoke of the city giving financial aid to the schools 
and then giving the superintendent a raise once funds were given. Councilmember 
Washington commented that the "good ol' boy" network needs to be resolved and 
"do right". 

Chad Anderson, Board Of Education President, stated that he was appointed to 
the Board and if the Council does not have confidence in him, the answer is to 
remove him. Anderson reported that he has answered any questions given to him 
but has not received any questions oflate. He also spoke of Mr. Ethridge as his 
good friend and described a wish list given to him by Ethridge which had all but one 
item completed. Anderson invited anyone with a question to bring them to him. 
Mayor Miller spoke of the improvements being made to the Football field and track. 

Paula Armstrong expressed appreciation to Ms. Ragland and Mr. Washington for 
giving the truth even-though it was not what she wanted to hear but it was an 
response. She spoke of being truthful with each other and the healing that needs to 
take place. 

Farest Hartsfeld, Mt. View Lane, commended Mr. Keating's department for the 
handling of a tree which fell on the road late at night and appreciates the job well 
done. 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Washington. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:24PM. 

~ 
David Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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