
CITY OF LEEDS, ALABAMA 
PUBLIC HEARING AND 

REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 
APRIL 06, 2015 

The City Council of the City of Leeds, Alabama met for a Public Hearing and a Regular 
Scheduled Council Meeting on Monday, April 6, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Leeds Civic 
Center Meeting Room, 1000 Park Drive, Leeds, Alabama 35094. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with 
Councilmembers Johnny Dutton, Devoris Roscha Ragland, Eric Turner, Craig 
Wadsworth and Ke1meth Washington present. 

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE: The Invocation was led by Councilmember 
Turner. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Rezone 8145 Jackson Avenue From 1-1 To R-1 

Councilmember Washington objected to action at this time. Discussion followed 
between Councilmember Washington, Inspector Watson, and Mayor Miller. 

Dennis Harris, property owner of 8145 Jackson Avenue, Leeds, spoke to the Council 
to explain request for the zoning change. The house was built in 1950, and when the 
zoning was previously changed, he didn't know anything about it. Mr. Jackson stated 
that all the residents would like their zoning changed back to R 1, and it shouldn't effect 
the business located in that area. Discussion followed. Question by Councilmember 
Wadsworth as to whether this zoning change was for all the residents or just Mr. Harris. 
This action only involves Mr. Harris' property. 

Discussion followed. With no further comments from the public, the mayor closed the 
Public Hearing at 6: 1 OPM. 

COUNCIL MEETING 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVE COUNCIL MINUTES: March 16, 2015 Council 
Meeting minutes were reviewed by the Council. Councilmember Turner moved to 
approve the minutes as presented, with a second by Councilmember Dutton; the motion 
passed with all members present voting yes. 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 
There was no Old Business to come before the Council. 

5. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

a) Administration, Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller introduced the subject of the 
difficulties involved with the company contracted to pick up the trash and limbs over 
the city. The Mayor instructed the City Attorneys to advise the company that they 
are in breach of contract and give them a specified amount of time to comply. 
Mayor Miller stated that the Council is well aware of this problem. 

b) Fire Department, Chief Pierce: The Chief announced that the Spring Hydrant 
inspection and testing will be performed April 13-May 8, 2015. 

c) Police Department, Chief Jackson: No Report. 

d) Library, Director Williams: Director Williams informed the Council that the 
Summer Reading Program will begin soon and the library will need donations. 

e) Inspection Department, Superintendent Watson: No Report. 

f) Parks and Recreation Department, Supervisor Keating: Mr. Keating 
announced that the Creek Bank Festival will be held April 25, 2015. 

Page 1of3 
Minutes of Public Hearing and Regular Counc il Meeting, April 6, 2015 



g) Streets and Sanitation Department, Supervisor Keating: Mr. Keating 
announced that the asphalt has been procured and the Department will be repairing 
the potholes as fast as possible. 

h) Municipal Court, Magistrate Roberts: No Report. 

6. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

a) Finance Chairperson, Eric Turner: No Report. 

b) Public Safety Committee, Devoris Roscha Ragland: No Report. 

c) Parks & Recreation Committee, Craig Wadsworth: No Report. Mayor Miller 
requested that Community Service people improve concession stand appearance. 

d) Primary School Construction Review Committee, Ben Watson, PE. 
Mr. Watson announced that April 9, 2015 is Bid Day. The opening of the bids will 
begin at 3:00PM and there are seven qualified bids. Comment was made that to be 
fair to the City, every thing should be cost effective. Mr. Watson presented invoices 
for payment. After discussion, the invoices were revised. Motion to authorize 
payment of the invoices was given by Councilmember Dutton, with a second by 
Councilmember Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

Superintendent of Leeds City Schools, Mr. John J. Moore addressed the meeting, 
announcing that Leeds High School applied for a STEM grant (Science, Technology and 
Mathematics) in the past, and was denied. On reapplication this year, the grant was 
awarded. The grant provides funding for sending students to Auburn University and the 
University of Alabama for training. Mr. Moore also announced that the City Schools 
have just passed their fifth year of certification. Judges were from all over the state and 
were impartial in their comments. Their comments were extremely positive, not just 
about the schools but also about the City government. Mr. Moore revealed that since 
2008, the city has put 62 million dollars into its school system. Mr. Moore expressed his 
appreciation to the City for its commitment to the schools. 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 

a) Resolution 2015-04-01 To Authorize Redemption of 20068 Warrants. Motion 
to adopt Resolution 2015-04-01 by Councilmember Dutton, with a second by 
Councilmember Wadsworth; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

b) Ordinance 2015-04-01 Prohibit Distracted Driving in School Zones. 

Motion to suspend the Rules by Councilmember Wadsworth, with a second by 
Councilmember Ragland. The motion to suspend the Rules passed with all present 
voting yes. 

Councilmember Washington questioned the amount of distracted driving. 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-04-01 by Councilmember Wadsworth, with a 
second by Councilmember Ragland; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

c) Ordinance 2015-04-02 Rezoning 8145 Jackson Avenue from 1-1 to R-1. 

Motion to suspend the Rules by Councilmember Turner, with a second by 
Councilmember Dutton. Since a unanimous vote is required to suspend the rules. The 
motion to suspend the Rules failed because of a negative vote. 

Motion to reconsider suspension of the rules was made by Councilmember 
Washington, seconded by Councilmember Turner. the motion passed with all 
present voting yes, except for Councilmember Washington who abstained. 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-04-02 by Councilmember Turner, with a second by 
Councilmember Dutton; the motion to approve Ordinance 2015-04-02 passed with 
Councilmembers Johnny Dutton, Eric Turner, and Craig Wadsworth voting yes; 
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Councilmember Ragland voting no; and Councilmember Kenneth Washington 
abstained. 

d) Ordinance 2015-04-03 Establish a Traffic Safety Education Program. 

Motion to suspend the Rules by Councilmember Washington, with a second by 
Councilmember Turner; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-04-03 by Councilmember Wadsworth, with a 
second by Councilmember Ragland; the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

e) Resolution 2015-04-02 ALDOT Resurfacing Project State Highway 78. 
Councilmember Wadsworth asked whether the project would include the bridge and 
its separate facilities to widen it. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2015-04-02 by Councilmember Wadsworth and a 
second by Councilmember Dutton. the motion passed with all present voting yes. 

t) Reappointment of Scott Sisk to Board of Education. 
Mayor Miller asked for the reappointment of Scott Sisk to the Board of Education. 
Motion to reappoint Scott Sisk to the BOE as requested by Councilmember Turner 
with a second by Councilmember Dutton; the motion passed with four affirmative 
votes and one negative vote. 

City Attorney Scott Barnett asked that a Resolution be added to the agenda as Item g. 
Said resolution would be: Resolution 2015-04-04 Disposition of Money Found but 
Unclaimed. 

g) Resolution 2015-04-04 Disposition of Money Found but Unclaimed. Police 
Chief Byron Jackson reported that a wallet with money was found and turned in to 
the Police Department. The Resolution would provide that, if unclaimed, the money 
would be returned to the person who found it. 

Motion to Suspend the Rules was given by Councilmember Eric Turner, with a second by 
Councilmember Ragland. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2015-04-04 by Councilmember Turner, with a second 
by Councilmember Wadsworth. Councilmember Turner requested that the Council 
review the previous ordinance regarding this issue. The motion passed with all 
present voting yes. 

Mayor Miller announced a Called Council Meeting on April 10, the day after the school 
bid review. 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Shirley Rayford, 6762 Southern Trace, requested funding from the City, and 
sponsorship from businesses for the Summer Camp. 

Kathye Drake, 1008 Kings Forest Drive, announced a Clean-up Day for April 18 
and requested that citizens help. 

Judy Fallon, 1114 Beech Street, addressed the Council about potholes on her street, 
possibly keeping emergency vehicles from reaching her disabled husband. 

ADJOURNMENT: Councilmember Washington moved to adjourn the meeting. The 
meeting was adjourned by Mayor Miller. 

~ 
David Miller, Mayor 

A;E:.~ 
Ke.(l;n Fouts, City Clerk 
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